TutoBa O.K., EpémeHko A.B. AHann3 MegmaTekCcTOB: CTpaTerms 1 npakTMYeckKoe NnpuMeHeHmne

Hayunas crates
YK 81°42
https://doi.org/10.24866/2949-2580/2025-1/128-135

AHajnnu3 MEINATCKCTOB: CTPATEIrud U NMPAKTHYCCKOC IPUMECHECHUE

Oabra Koncrantunosna Turosal, Anekcanapa Baagumuposna Epémenko?

1.2 JlanpHEBOCTOUHBIH (eepanbHblii yauBepcutet, Biagusoctok, Poccuiickas ®enepanus
'Kanmunar gunonornueckux Hayk, IOIEHT, JOUEHT AKaJeMHUECKOTO IeNapTaMeHTa aHIIHHCKOTo
a3bIKa, titova.ok@dvfu.ru

'Kanjunar ¢punonornyeckux Hayk, IOLEHT AKaJIeMUIECKOro JenapTaMeHTa aHIIMHACKOTO A3bIKa,
eremenko.av@dvfu.ru

AHHOTanUs. AKTYaabHOCTb JaHHOW paboThl 00yCIOBIIEHA TEM, YTO B HACTOSIIEE BPEMSI BHU-
MaHue MIMPOKOW ayAUTOPUU NMPUKOBAHO K TEM MOJUTHUYECKHUM IpPOLIECCaM U COOBITHSIM, KOTOPbIE
MIPOUCXOJIAT Ha MUPOBOH apeHe. CpecTBa MacCOBOM MH(POPMALIUH SIBIISTFOTCS] TPAHCISTOPOM MHPO-
BOM MOJHUTUKH, (POPMHUPYIOIIMM OOIIECTBEHHOE MHEHHUE. Bylydn HHCTpYMEHTaMH MaHMITYJISIIUN B
pyKax pa3iMyHbIX MOJIUTUYECKUX aKTOPOB, CPEICTBA MAacCOBOM MH(OpMALMK HABSI3bIBAIOT OOIIe-
CTBY OIIpEJeNIEHHBIN B3IJISAA HA T€ WIN UHbIE COOBITUS, UTO, B CBOIO O4Yepeib, CIIOCOOCTBYET (hOpMu-
POBaHUIO ONPEACIEHHOTO MHEHHUS U IPUHATHUIO MOJIMTUYECKUX PELICHUH. B COBpeMEHHBIX yCIOBUAX
0Cc00EHHO Ba)XKHO YMETh PaCIO3HAaBAaTh MAHUIYJISITUBHbIE HHCTPYMEHTHI, HCIIOJIb3yEMbIE B MeIUape-
Cypcax, 1 KpUTUYECKH OLEHUBATh MyOJIMKYyeMyto HHpopMalLnoo. DTO M03BOJIsAET GOPMHUPOBATH He-
3aBHCMMOE MHEHHUE W NMPUHUMATh 0OOCHOBAHHBIC PEHICHUSI B OTHOIICHUH MEXIYHApPOIHBIX COOBI-
Tui. JlaHHyo 33/1a4y penraeT aHaJlu3 MeTHaKOHTEHTA, KOTOPBIN MIO3BOJISIET U3BIIEKATh HH(POPMAIIUIO
13 MEIMATEKCTOB, oOecreunBast 6osee riy0oKoe MOHUMAaHUE KaK SIBHBIX UJEH, TaK U CKPBITBIX CMBIC-
JIOB U KOMMYHHMKATHUBHBIX HAMEPEHUI aBTOPOB MyOJUKALINH.

B nanHo# paboTe onuchIBaeTCs CTpaTerus aHajau3a MEINAaTEeKCTOB Ha MPUMEpE aHIJIOSN3bIu-
HBIX MesuapecypcoB. [IpuBoauTcst 0030p TEOPETUYECKHUX MOJTOKEHHUH, KOTOPBIE MTOJI0KEHBI B OCHOBY
aBTOPCKOM KOHLEMINH MpeuiaraeMoil crpareruu aHanusa. OHON U3 TIIaBHBIX MPO(ecCHOHAIBHBIX
cdep NpakTUUECKOTo MPUMEHEHNUs pa3pabOTaHHOM CTpaTeruu sBiseTcs BeIciiee 00OpazoBaHue. AHa-
JIN3 TOJTIUTUYECKUX TEKCTOB, ONyOJIMKOBAaHHBIX B 3apyO€KHBIX METUHHBIX HICTOUHHUKAX, MOXKET OBITh
HCIIOJIb30BaH B Ka4eCTBE 00pa30BaTEIbHOIO MHCTPYMEHTA Ha 3aHATHUX M0 aHTJIMHCKOMY SI3BIKY JUIS
CTYJEHTOB CIEIHAIIbHOCTH «MeXayHapoJHbI€ OTHOIICHUS», TaK KaK JaHHBIA METOJ] HE TOJIbKO pa3-
BHUBAET MHOSI3bIYHYI0 KOMMYHUKATUBHYIO KOMIIETEHIIUIO, HO U KOMIETEHIINH, HEOOXOIUMBIE MPO-
¢beccronanam B 001aCTH MEXYHAPOAHBIX OTHOILIEHHH, TaKHe KaK HABBIKM MEIMAarpaMOTHOCTH, KpH-
TUYECKOE MBIIIUIEHUE U OCBEOMIIEHHOCTh O BOIIPOCAX, KOTOPBIE B HACTOSIIIEE BpeMs Haubosee BoJ-
HYIOT MEXyHapOIHOE COOOLIECTBO.
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Abstract. The article deals with presenting media texts analysis strategy that relies on collab-
orative approach. The relevance of the paper is defined by the fact that media plays a critical role in
transmitting world politics. As tools of manipulation in the hands of various political actors, the media
impose a certain perspective on society regarding specific events, which in turn contributes to the
formation of particular opinions and the making of political decisions. In today's world, it is especially
important to be able to recognize the manipulative tools used by the media and to critically evaluate
the information they publish. This enables individuals to form their own independent opinions and
make more informed decisions regarding international events. Media content analysis provides a
deeper understanding of the messages and images created by media resources. This paper describes
a strategy for analyzing media texts using English-language media resources as an example. Theo-
retical overview that forms the basis of the author's concept is given. Practical application of the
described strategy is also outlined.
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Introduction. Media play a significant role in international politics by shaping public opinion
and facilitating communication between nations. First, media outlets provide information about in-
ternational events, policies, and conflicts, helping to inform the public and policymakers. Next, me-
dia coverage can significantly impact public opinion on international issues, influencing the way they
are perceived. By highlighting certain stories or perspectives, mass media shape the agenda for public
debate and political action. This, in turn, can affect government actions and diplomatic relations.
Besides, by exposing corruption, human rights abuses, or violations of international law, media help
to hold governments accountable for their actions on the international stage and force them to change
their behavior. Finally, countries can use media to promote their culture, values, and ideologies glob-
ally, enhancing their soft power. This can influence other nations' perceptions and foster goodwill,
which can be beneficial in diplomatic relations.

The role that media play in society makes the importance of media content analysis self-
evident. Analyzing media texts facilitates raising awareness of the current situation in the interna-
tional arena and building background knowledge on world politics. This analysis helps to understand
how media influence the perception of global issues and shape public opinion on them which, in turn,
helps to develop news literacy and critical view on the information provided by the media.
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The purpose of this article is to outline a media texts analysis strategy devised by the authors
that relies on collaborative approach and has a special focus on political texts. Its implementation in
the course “English for Specific Purposes” with international relations students can raise their aware-
ness of global issues, develop their ability to evaluate facts and opinions and enhance news literacy
skills.

Media content analysis theoretical background. Media texts of different types comprehen-
sively represent social reality and shape our understanding of the world. This is the reason why media
resources can be used for educational purposes as a learning material. According to D. Buckingham
and J. Sefton-Green, through media students raise their awareness of sociopolitical issues as they
begin to understand how political dynamics define the stories presented in the media [1, p. 98-104].
This understanding can be achieved through media content analysis.

Media content analysis is often defined as a strategy that helps the researchers to make valid
inferences through identifying specific characteristics within text [10, p. 5]. It provides insights into
the messages and images represented in mass media.

Applying media content analysis can raise public awareness of the issues which are currently
at the top of the global agenda. This strategy uses different literacy practices to identify whether the
information in the media is reliable enough and can be trusted. It also teaches to analyze and evaluate
facts, challenge some claims and discredit misinformation.

To critically engage with media content and gain a deeper understanding of how it shapes
public opinion, it is essential to identify the framing used in the article. According to R.M. Entman,
articles typically contain frames that identify a specific problem, define the underlying cause of the
problem, make a moral judgement of the problem and suggest one or several solutions to that problem
[4, p. 52]. Journalists use frames to help break down complex situations into content that can be easily
understood and consumed by the audience [7]. Frames can be understood as particular principles of
selection, emphasizing, presentation and interpretation of events. As E. Goffman and R.M. Enthman
notice, we experience life through frames. What we know about the world around us depends on the
frames we use to analyze and understand reality. Framing shapes perceptions, highlights certain as-
pects of a story and provides a context that guides the audience’s understanding [4, p. 52; 6, p. 21].
As media have the power to define the public agenda, the way media frame certain events influence
the way people think about them. Most studies dealing with media content analysis touch upon the
existence of one or another frame focusing on how using them can shape public opinion. The frames
used in the articles on political issues often fall into several types.

Conflict frame focuses on disagreements or confrontations between parties or countries, it
emphasizes opposing viewpoints and can create a narrative of winners and losers. Such frames em-
phasize conflict between individuals, groups, or institutions as a means of capturing audience interest
[9, p. 95].

Moral frame presents issues in terms of moral implications often appealing to the audience’s
sense of “right’ and “wrong”. It can be used in discussions about social issues, justice and community
values [9, p. 96; 3, p. 641-642].

Political frame focuses on implications of news events, including the actions and motives of
political leaders, policy debates and the influence of ideologies. Observing and comparing political
frames play an essential role in understanding power interactions within a society and evolving
changes in public attention [8, p. 22; 25].
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Crises frame emphasizes urgency and the need for immediate actions, often used in reporting
urgent political situations, natural disasters, health emergencies. Framing a crisis in a political context
not only sets the narrative surrounding events but also contributes to policy responses [11, p. 6].

Overall, identifying the frame contributes to a deeper understanding of media narratives and
fosters more informed, critical engagement with media content. Recognizing how framing works al-
lows individuals to understand its potential impact on their attitudes and beliefs about important is-
sues. It should be emphasized that relying on few media resources which employ a restricted number
of frames to report on the events can lead to a very limited perspective of reality and a wide range of
media resources reporting on the same issue should be analyzed in case a more objective and better-
grounded opinion on the issue is to be formed.

One more important task of the analysis is to identify the language the author of the article
uses to frame the topic and influence the perception of the audience. We share the opinion of the
scientists who believe that language is a tool used to promote an ideology, so selecting words plays a
significant role in shaping the audience’s opinion and manipulating its behavior [5, p. 31; 34]. Jour-
nalists use different linguistic forms to present news in order to talk influentially, clearly, stylistically
and sometimes tactfully [5, p. 29]. These linguistic forms have different applications and meet differ-
ent goals. While analyzing the language used in the media text it is important to identify moral judge-
ments made by the journalists, the extent to which the opinion presented in the article is biased and
how effectively the opinion of the audience is manipulated. Analyzing linguistic forms helps to un-
derstand the idea behind the words and reveal the hidden goals behind the press messages, hence, to
find out what is kept from the public and what is shown as natural to make people believe some ideas
are true and are not to be challenged.

The described media text analysis strategy was tested during the course “English for Spe-
cific Purposes” (ESP) with international relations students (IR). Working with media content can
consist of two stages: the first stage is preparatory or individual and the second one is collabo-
rative.

Preparatory (individual) stage. In the first stage students are given an article on a political
issue and asked to identify the key ideas, the message of the article and the communicative goal of
the author of the article. The message of the article is the most important component of the text, the
purpose of the author's statement and the semantic center of the article. Identifying it usually presents
a challenge for students. To help students find the way to rise to the challenge, the teacher can apply
several methods which are well known and are not the focus of this article.

Finally, in this stage students can be asked to summarize the main points of the article in their
own words and discuss how effectively the evidence supports the claims made.

Collaborative stage. Collaborative approach to the media text analysis turns out to be highly
instrumental in helping students enhance their critical media literacy and mental capacity for explain-
ing the ideological implications that political media discourse represents.

When collaborative activities occur, learners enlarge their knowledge storage, at the same
time they do not just passively absorb the knowledge, but they also question some information, criti-
cize the position of other students, argue with them, and do other critical thinking activities. In this
case some students are involved in activities which include the elements of teaching known as one of
the most effective ways of learning, while others get the opportunity to learn new things from their
more knowledgeable and academically advanced peers.
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In the collaborative stage students are asked to analyze the linguistic forms used in the article
that reveal biases and identify the ideas that they find interesting, controversial or worth discussing.
They are encouraged to ask questions about the problems raised in the article and then they must put
all linguistic forms they have found, the ideas and questions in a table shared on Google disk so that
all students can get access to the table and see ideas and questions chosen by other members of the
group. During the class students work together. They find the ideas of their groupmates that resonate
with them most and provide their opinion on them. Participants of the activity, whose ideas are cho-
sen, provide their opinion too, agreeing, disagreeing with others or providing a look at the issue from
a different perspective. The same activity is done with the questions.

Here is an example of the shared table filled in by the students during the collaborative media
text analysis (Table 1).

Table 1

Media text analysis of the article «The Presidential Race is Far Tighter than Democrats
probably realize» (The Guardian, 03.11.2024)

John Zogby
Title The Presidential Race is Far Tighter than Democrats probably realize (published
in the Guardian on the 3" of November 2024)
Neither of the two US candidates holds the lead in the current presidential campaign
Mainidea | with Kamala Harris supported mostly by black Americans and women and Donald Trump
relying on white men who pin their hopes on the return to traditional values.
Linguistic devices
. that frame the article
Surnames The ideas to be discussed Questions to_ the (Which of the two
of students problems raised .
candidates does the
author side with?)
Trump’s latest gambit is patronizing . i , . .
women by telling them they do not need :j/\::;stir:mpae%t d(;r}id (1)' T;‘;r;,ﬁ ; ;?Sér;‘giins
abortion to achieve self-actualization and 99 PP y
Student 1 . sues have on the out- | hire.
empowerment, that he will protect them, . _— .
, . . comes of the presi- | 2. Intriguing, fascinat-
that they don’t need to be worrying their dential election? ing dvnamic
pretty little heads about abortion rights ' gdy
What can shift the 1. Trumo’s latest eam-
Men are finding it harder to define their alignments of the bit p &
Student 2 careers and future, they fear they are los- groups normally vot- 2. To do aggressive
ing ground ing for the repre- .
. male thing (about
sentative of one Trump)
party? P
Trump picking up such a larger piece of What accounts for Unprecedented mi-
Student 3 the Black turnout could hurt the Demo- the “gender gap” in | sogyny and down-
crats significantly voting alignments? right hat
1. ...women don’t
need to be worrying
Trump and his supporters continue to What makes their pretty little .
. . , heads about abortion
promise a return of America, where Trump’s program so | .
Student 4 “Girl re girls and men were men” appealing to youn rights
S weregiris a enwere me n?epn'7 g to young 2. ...the same world
' where communities
were white, and the
US was always right
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The analyzed article was published shortly before the election day in the USA, and it was
devoted to the current situation in the presidential race with the analysis of the alignments of the
voting groups supporting Donald Trump and Kamala Harris. The article falls into a political frame
and features the motives of the candidates to a high office. After identifying the key ideas, the message
of the article was articulated. It can be presented like this: Neither of the two US candidates holds the
lead in the current presidential campaign with Kamala Harris supported mostly by black Americans
and women and Donald Trump relying on white men who pin their hopes on the return to traditional
values.

While trying to identify which side the author of the article supports and whether the view
presented in the article is biased through the analysis of the language employed by John Zogby, the
conclusion was made that the author’s preferences are on the side of Kamala Harris. According to the
author during his campaign D. Trump shows unprecedented misogyny and downright hate, he insults
his opponent calling her a diversity hire, continues doing aggressive male things and shows his dis-
respect for women when saying women don’t need to be worrying their pretty little heads about
abortion rights. All these linguistic forms used by John Zogby carry strong negative connotations and
imply his negative attitude to Donald Trump.

During collaboration, the ideas that are considered interesting or controversial are discussed.
Following the strategy steps and performing the activity in collaboration also gives an opportunity to
better understand the positions of the two candidates and the interests of their voters that the candi-
dates had to take into account. The issue that aroused the biggest interest was the issue about
D. Trump’s relying on a return of the leadership position of men in the society.

Practical application. Media texts analysis strategy is essential for application in higher ed-
ucation in the course “English for Specific Purposes”. ESP is an important part of the program aimed
at building IR students’ professional competencies. Being exposed to a plethora of authentic materials
such as video materials, podcasts and articles that feature the issues related to the degree in the field
of international relations, students also get an opportunity to build background knowledge and de-
velop professional expertise in their field of study [2, p. 151].

There are a lot of difficulties that students might face while trying to deal with foreign media
resources. First and foremost, analyzing ideas presented in the political articles requires higher order
thinking skills that many students lack. Then, students might not have solid background knowledge
that is essential for understanding and interpreting the information presented in political articles. Next,
they often do not have strong linguistic competence that would allow them to read and understand
authentic media texts in English.

Besides, many students do not know how to make inferences from what they read and how to
understand the ideas that are not stated openly but just implied. Finally, they have a weak ability to
think critically and challenge the ideas that they see in articles. All these difficulties can significantly
impede students’ progress. The devised strategy will help IR students focus both on revealing subject-
specific language use and become more adept in the use of language aligned to their specific disci-
plines and facilitate the development of professional competencies.

The collaborative character of the proposed strategy helps IR graduates rise to the challenge
and considerably increases the effectiveness of the conducted analysis. While working together and
observing each other’s performance they get an opportunity to handle the challenges mentioned
above.
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Conclusion. The proposed strategy of the political media texts analysis has a number of
benefits.

First, it serves as a tool that structures the media text analysis and makes it more comprehen-
sive. The table shared on Google disk is an effective form of structuring the material. It serves as a
“bank” of all chosen ideas and linguistic devices that frame the article. Being collaborative, it also
provides the opportunity for the learners to conduct a thorough analysis considering and discussing
all presented in the article ideas that deserve attention. It also helps students to carefully and fully
study the linguistic devices that frame the article.

Second, analyzing the frame the media content falls into and the linguistic forms that frame
the article helps to reveal biases and understand the communicative goal of the author of the article.

Moreover, in terms of practical application, the described media texts analysis strategy

proves to be highly instrumental for training international relations graduates and can be used for
educational purposes. It allows less advanced students to become more mentally alert in assessing the
implications of political discourse while observing the performance of their peers and learning from
them to complete challenging tasks that require higher-order thinking skills.

We believe that the proposed strategy can be used for educational goals regardless of the field
of study.
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